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Featured Staff 

Making the Change 

by Ja’Nya Spruill 

If you have any interest in being a 

principal, this is the article for you. In this 

article we will go over the different things 

you do as a principal—the pros and the 

cons. We will also provide first hand infor-

mation from Dr. Taylor himself and how 

he views his career.  

 

 Dr. Taylor has been a principal for 23 

years. Just like most young boys, Mr. Tay-

lor wanted to be an astronaut. He loved 

playing sports and hanging with his 

friends. In Dr. Taylor’s spare time, he does 

yard work. He also says, “I like to catch up 

with friends, travel to different places, and 

exercise.” 

 

 Dr. Taylor first went to college was 

for Business Administration before he 

changed it to Education. He says, “I taught 

Math and Science for four years on the 

middle school level.” Dr. Taylor was also 

the assistant principal at Riverside High 

School for five years. “Three years of mid-

dle school principal experience and eleven 

years of high school principal experience.” 

 

 Dr. Taylor graduated with bachelor’s 

from North Carolina Central University in 

middle Grades Education and a Master’s 

in Educational Leadership from the Uni-

versity of North Carolina. 

 

 Some of the challenges Dr. Taylor 

experienced are, “Staying on top of the 

changes on the policies, procedures and 

expectations.  Being aware of the needs 

of staff, students and parents making sure 

that everyone's needs are being ad-

dressed.” 

 

 Dr. Taylor also says that some of the 

pros of being a principal are “Getting to 

work with and positively affecting the 

lives of some truly amazing students.” 

Some of the cons are “Not being able to 

help every child.” 

 

 Dr. Taylor says the main role of a 

principal is, “To oversee the day-to-day 

operations of the school and make sure 

that everything runs smoothly from a 

structural, procedural and community as-

pect.”  

 



Making the Difference 

by Amber Thornton 

If you love helping people solve their 

problems, this career might just spark your 

interest. Ms. McClain is a student guidance 

councilor. In this article she will share her 

different experiences and views as to how 

she feels about her job. 

 

Just like most teens, Ms. McClain also 

loved shopping, hanging out with friend 

and the latest fashions. Jamie McClain is a 

student guidance counselor at Vance 

County Early College High School, and has 

been helping students for 15 years. Ms. 

McClain graduated with a bachelor's degree 

in English and a Masters degree in Counsel-

ing. 

 

Ms. McClain helps out at the pet shel-

ter during her free time. She has a deep love 

for helping people and animals. Ms. 

McClain says, “ I have a genuine interest in 

people and helping them solve their prob-

lems.” Ms. McClain was first introduced to 

counseling by her high school counselor. 

  

 From a Ms. McClain’s counselor point 

of view, “The pros of being a student coun-

selor are  helping students decide on career 

choices and colleges to attend. The con 

would be the annual salary.” 

             

Ms. McClain also says, “The school 

counselor’s main job is to advocate for the 

student or students. To create a comprehen-

sive school counseling program and envi-

ronment which address the needs of all 

students.”  If a student has any problems, 

academic issues, career exploration, or 

personal/social issues, McClain is there 

to help. 

 

  If you’re wondering what the differ-

ence between a student guidance counsel-

ors job is and a therapist, Ms. McClain 

says, “A school counselor  helps students 

in the areas of academic achievement, ca-

reer and social/emotional development to 

ensure today's students become produc-

tive adults in the future. A therapist  has 

an ongoing sessions with individuals of 

all age groups and therapist have the abil-

ity to offer a medical diagnosis and con-

tinuous  treatment.” She also said, 

“According to my research many people 

seem to get these two jobs mixed up all 

the time. At the same time there are many 

benefits for both of these jobs. 



Expanding School Topics 
How Changing Languages  

Can Impact Your Life!! 

by Khalisha Baskerville 

 In 2018, Vance County Early College 

High School has many types of languages, 

races, and cultures. In those different types 

of languages and cultures, there is one that 

is most common and that is required as a 

class. This well-known language is Span-

ish. Many that were born knowing Spanish 

have a hard time learning English as native 

English speakers do Spanish. 

 

 I interviewed a student at Vance 

County Early College High School about 

how she had to learn the English language 

and the Spanish language at the same time. 

She told me that she had a hard time deci-

phering the two and knowing which lan-

guage to use at the right time. Michelle 

Cruz Hernandez ,14 , states, “I am still 

learning some things about my own lan-

guage that I didn’t learn when I was little.” 

She has to take a Spanish 1 class so that 

she is on track with the Spanish language 

with the rest of her graduating class. 

 

 Ms. Hernandez, although she doesn’t 

fully know each language, she knows how 

to use them at certain periods of time. Ms. 

Hernandez states, “When I don't know a 

word from the Spanish language, I use 

English to replace it. And when I don’t 

know a word from the English, I use Span-

ish to replace it.” This is how she speaks 

throughout her daily life, not knowing the 

time she is going to use her English or 

Spanish language. Even though she still 

has rough times with both at times she 

knows how to make it work or create a 

system where others can understand her 

when she is speaking, writing, or any 

other time she has to use words to inter-

act. 

 

 London Baskerville, 8, is my little 

sister and she learned Spanish in the sec-

ond grade last year at Zeb Vance Elemen-

tary School. It is good to teach small chil-

dren a different language because when 

they get older and have to take those 

more advanced language classes, it will 

be easier. I asked my little sister how dif-

ficult was it to learn Spanish as a second 

grader. My sister said, “It was hard at the 

beginning of the year, then, in the middle 

of the year it got easier because the 

teacher spent more time with each stu-

dent individually. Then, the teacher 

started to make us use Spanish on a daily 

basis like when we are walking down the 

halls she will speak to us in Spanish in-

stead of English.” 

 

 The English language is hard to learn 



for native Spanish speakers. As we have 

already established through Ms. Hernan-

dez ‘s experience, it is hard to transfer to 

another language after being used to one 

language for so long. The Spanish lan-

guage has a different format for speaking 

to someone, for example, “The ball is 

blue” would literally translate to “La 

pelota es azul.” The difference with Eng-

lish and Spanish is the sentence doesn't al-

ways align. The nouns come last in a 

Spanish sentence where in English they 

come after the adjective. The alphabets are 

also different. For example, there are 26 

letters in the English alphabet compared to 

the Spanish language’s 28 letters. Spanish 

also includes accented vowels, Ns and 

double Rs. There are many cultural differ-

ences, as well. Many Spanish speakers 

have a hard time because schools are not 

providing them the help they need when 

changing or learning a new language. 

 

 This Spanish language has a big im-

pact on many people's lives no matter what 

language they use. The Spanish language 

is a class that is required at many high 

schools to get a spot into college. It gives 

one credit for knowing two different lan-

guages and how to use them in situations 

and occupations like lawyers, doctors, 

judges, translators, teachers, and advertis-

ers. This is the most commonly used lan-

guage in the world other than English. As 

many countries flood with Spanish speak-

ers, it becomes more and more required as 

a daily life skill. Some things you can use 

the Spanish language for everyday is 

speaking to people at school or work that 

are Spanish speaking. 

 

 The next moves for Ms. Hernandez 

and other native Spanish speaking students 

is to learn both languages and be as fluent 

in each language as possible. There are 

many things in store for her as she makes 

this journey to success over these two 

challenging languages. Ms. Hernandez 

will have to study hard and practice to 

reach these goals she wants to conquer by 

the end of this school year. Some ways she 

can reach her goal is by getting groups to-

gether, studying, and listening or interact-

ing with people who speak Spanish to help 

pronounce things correctly. 

 

 We have come to the realization that 

no person is going to be all the way fluent 

in any language and everyone will have 

ups and downs in their goals to learn a 

new language. As many more native Span-

ish speaking students come into English 

speaking countries, they are bound to have 

a long ways to go to conquer being bilin-

gual. 



Motion and Force  

within Our Daily Lives 

by Timothy Currier 

 When looking at our new econ-

omy, there are new ways 

of transportation and these 

are vehicles. Vehicles are used daily 

within everyone's life's even if it's just to 

get to work or school, 

or a friend's house. So, the advancements 

within our economy have increased the 

laws of force and motion.  

   

 We use motion every day within our 

lives. Just walking and sitting, we are ex-

erting motions. Even breath-

ing shows signs of force and motion. Sit-

ting in a chair there is always a force act-

ing on it no matter where or 

what is happening. The simple act of typ-

ing shows signs of motion and force as 

when every key that gets hit is using force 

to press that key down. Gravity this is one 

of the major forces acting on everything at 

every time of day. There is always 1G (the 

Earth’s normal gravitational pull on all ob-

jects) of force acting on everything. The 

most that a human can take at one time is 

10Gs. At this point, a human's lungs would 

collapse and the liquid in our body would 

move towards the bottom of our body, 

so our brain would not receive enough 

oxygen to survive. 

 

 Motion and forces are even used in 

sports and learning. When in 

sports, motions and forces are used.  For 

example, with football, when the football 

is thrown a certain amount of 

force must be applied to the ball to make it 

go a certain distance; and with the line-

backer the force that is exerted with tack-

les is crazy. The motion used is with the 

running backs. They use a lot of motion to 

get to where they are going to go. The 

wide receivers have to run a distance and a 

direction. So, even in sports we use scalers 

and vectors to help use within sports.  The 

quarterback uses motion to throw the ball. 

Most of the motion used just to throw a 

ball is gathered from his entire body from 

the feet to his hands. It's how they move 

their body’s in certain ways to make a dif-

ference within the distance they 

throw the ball.  

 

 There are many things related to mo-

tion in our lives when you just look at a 

car. Cars have a lot of things that consist 

of motion. There is the velocity, accelera-

tion, speed, distance and displacement. All 

of these are scalars and vectors. A scalar is 

a direction or speed that does not use a di-

rection. Some examples of these are speed 

and distance. A vector is a distance or 



speed that uses a direction. The directions 

that are used are North, South, East, and 

West. Some examples of this are displace-

ment, acceleration and velocity. 

   

 Scalers and vectors are used daily. 

Just when we are giving directions 

to someone, vectors are mostly used to tell 

them how far to go and 

what direction. Even driving these 

are used. For example, the 

light changed from green to red.  The 

driver must know how long it's going to 

take to stop the car. This use of physics is 

something we don’t even think about in 

our lives, but it's something that when we 

learn. When we learn to drive vehicles, 

these lessons just come to mind.  

 

 So, just think how much motion 

and force are used within our lifetimes. 

Vectors and scalers have been used since 

the dawn of time and will continue to in-

fluence our future lives.    

TRIVIA ANSWERS 

1) A 

2) A 

3) B 

4) B 

5) A 



Clubs 

Club Activities for September 

by Katrina Bass  

and Emma Kiefer 

 There are a total of eight clubs this 

year at Vance County Early College High 

School. The clubs consist of the Romanian 

Club, the Math Club, the Music Club, the 

Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA), the Vance 

County Early College (VCEC) Debate 

Club, Teens in Christ, and the Community 

Service Club.  

  

 In this article, we will be focusing on 

the VCEC Debate Club, GSA, and the Ro-

manian Club. The Gay-Straight Alliance 

and the Romanian Club are follow up 

clubs from last year, unlike the VCEC De-

bate Club which is new this school year. 

 

Last year was the first year for the 

GSA. The role of the club was to make the 

LGBTQ+ identified students feel safe 

around the school campus, as well of their 

allies. They would discuss different topics 

related to the role of diversity in their daily 

lives. This year at VCECHS, the role of 

the club is the same as last year. Dr. Layla 

Aldousany is the head of the GSA. She 

teaches Honors English I and II.  Dr. 

Aldousany has already said some future 

plans for the GSA, as of right now, are to 

have a movie night and an event for Na-

tional Coming Out Day which is taking 

place on Thursday, October 11th. She has 

also stated that she would like the club to 

be led by the students, since the club is 

for them. The club’s first meeting was ac-

tually Friday, August 17, 2018 in Dr. 

Aldousany’s room, but she feels that she 

didn’t advertise it enough, and could have 

used some more colorful posters. The 

club will meet weekly on Fridays in her 

room. 

 

 Dr. Aldousany has also added a new 

club this year, the VCEC Debate Club, 

which will be meeting weekly on Tues-

days. The role  of this club is to improve 

communication and research skills, foster 

critical thinking, and to give opportuni-

ties to have friendly debates with each 

other. Like the GSA, Dr. Aldou-

sany  wants the VCEC Debate Club to be 

led by the students, and since it’s pretty 

new, she is still trying to figure out what 

the students in her club would like to do. 

 

Mrs. Topliceanu will be teaching the 

Romanian Club this year. She is actually 

from Romania and went to college there. 

She teaches Physical Science in the fall 

and Earth/Environmental Science in the 

spring. Teaching people about Romania is 

very important to her. This will be her 

second year teaching this club. She likes 



teaching students Romanian because she 

finds it very important to know other lan-

guages. 

 

Mrs. Topliceanu says that Romanian 

is a great language to learn and is interest-

ing to speak. The Romanian Club will 

meet every first and third Thursday of the 

month in her classroom. She hopes to have 

at least one student fluent in Romanian by 

the end of the year. 

 



Sports 

Bump, Set, Spike 

by Kaitlyn Hardee 

 Amber and Autumn Null are students 

at Vance County Early College High 

School (VCECHS). Autumn is a freshman 

and Amber is a sophomore. They play vol-

leyball for Vance County High School. 

Amber is number 33 on the varsity team, 

and Autumn is number 32 on the junior 

varsity team. They have both been playing 

volleyball since they were seven. 

 

 Autumn is one of the thirteen players 

on the junior varsity team. As a kid, Au-

tumn had always wanted to play a sport 

and she had watched people play before so 

she gave it a try. She never thought it 

would end up being her favorite sport. Au-

tumn started out as an outside hitter, and 

she’s now an outside and middle hitter. In 

order for her to learn how to play both, she 

had to try new things. She said she had to 

keep trying to learn the different ways of 

hitting. She said, “I know that not every 

game is a good game, but that you have to 

keep working to fix your mistakes and 

make sure that they don’t happen again.” 

 

 Amber started out in the recreational 

league. She started out playing back row 

and now she plays back row and middle. 

She’s now one of the 12 players on the 

varsity team. She pushed herself hard to 

get to where she is today. She takes prac-

tices seriously and doesn’t stop practicing 

a drill until she gets it as perfect as she 

can. She likes to make sure she has all of 

her skills perfected before each game. 

 

 We asked Autumn what she thought 

about the junction of Northern and South-

ern High School teams. She said, “It’s 

okay. However, there were a lot of girls at 

tryouts so it was really important that I 

did my absolute best. The only bad thing 

is that there are a lot of people on the 

team, but I do like how we have good 

players from both Southern and Northern 

Vance. It makes our team a lot stronger.” 

We asked her how she prepares for the 

games and she said, “by getting help at 

practice and trying my best.” She plans 

on working with other teammates on the 

team to improve her hitting and serving. 

Autumn said that she uses her time 

wisely. She makes time for her school 

work and she makes sure she still has 

time to practice. 

 

 Amber said that if it wasn’t for the 

good players on the team, she wouldn’t 

have been able to improve like she has 



been. She also thinks that there are too 

many people with the combination of 

teams. Amber is on the varsity team so 

more is expected out of her than the peo-

ple on junior varsity. To help her improve, 

she goes to college volleyball camps over 

the summer. We asked her how she man-

ages school and sports and she said, “I do 

my work ahead of time and I use a planner 

so I know what I have to do and when it’s 

due. I make my school work my first pri-

ority and volleyball second. I spend my 

entire study hall actually catching up on 

work instead of just playing around.” 

 

 These girls plan on playing volleyball 

their whole high school experience. They 

have a lot to work on and they know what 

they have to do to get to where they want 

to be. They both know that it won’t be 

easy but that it is possible. 

 



School Events 

Fun Times with K97.5 

by Tamarrion Durham  

and Kevin Martinez 

Thursday (8/16/18) K97.5 came to 

Vance Granville Community College 

(VGCC) or Vance County Early College 

High School (VCECHS) in the court-

yard.  It was a very sunny day for students 

to be outside and have fun. There were 

students eating, listening to music, having 

fun, and taking pictures. Since VGCC is 

K97.5’s first stop, MIR.I.AM talks about 

the purpose/goals of the event and the life 

of being part of a radio station crew. 

 

 There were many people out 

there.  There was MIR.I.AM with K97.5, 

Cricket Wireless promoters, and J.Cole 

Dreamville festival promoters. But mainly 

there was a DJ which made the whole 

event fun.  There were also people serving 

food. They were serving pizza (cheese or 

sausage), potato chips and drinks. 

 

 VGCC was K97.5’s first stop on their 

ten-day college tour. MIR.I.AM talked 

about the purpose of this event.  K97.5’s 

whole purpose was to interact with the stu-

dents and to show that they are their to 

support the community.  They also wanted 

to promote the upcoming events and op-

portunities. One event they are trying to 

promote was the J.cole Dreamville festival 

on September 15. 

MIR.I.AM also shared the feeling to 

be part of a radio station crew.  She made 

it seem really fun. They go to a lot of 

concerts. They host to a lot of parties and 

community events.  Basically, they 

mainly interact with the student commu-

nity try to support that subscription base. 

 

 K97.5’s first stop at VGCC was very 

fun.  It was a beautiful day to be outside 

at VGCC. Overall, they just wanted to 

come out and support every  major col-

lege in North Carolina. K97.5 just wanted 

to help out their fellow colleges and the 

communities. K97.5 also has a sponsor 

which is Cricket Wireless. They came out 

and tagged along with K97.5’s group and 

helped the trip go smoothly ,steady, and 

safely. They just did this so that the kids 

would have blast. The K97.5 group came 

out with a smile on their faces and had a 

good time. 

 

 



Tips for Freshmen 

How to Survive Your Freshman Year 

by Saray Trejo-Vega  

and DeNisse Velazquez 

 This article is going to be about how 

you can survive freshman year.  Also, we 

are going to give out some advice and tips 

to help you. Denisse and I, (Saray) are 

sophomores at Vance County Early Col-

lege High School. Our first year was hard 

at first, but as the year went along, it got 

easier. We hope these tips will help you. 

 

 The first tip that we are going to give 

you is one of the most important ones—

listening to your teachers. You need to lis-

ten to your teachers because they are the 

ones who can help you on anything. Also, 

they are there to teach you new things; 

they are not there to get on your nerves or 

to annoy you. You can be like, “They are 

boring,” or “I don’t like my teacher.” But 

these things can help you in the future. If 

listening doesn’t work, write down notes 

or voice record. It really depends what’s 

your learning style. 

 

If listening still doesn’t help you, ask 

for help. Asking for help is the key to suc-

cess. Like the saying goes, “knowledge is 

power,” and it’s true. We say this because 

you become wiser if you ask for help. Do 

not be embarrassed to ask for help because 

it’s for your own good. Don’t listen to oth-

ers if they say you are “dumb” or “stupid” 

because you are asking questions. Don’t 

feel pressured by others. The teachers are 

there for a reason, and the reason is to 

help you on anything you have trouble 

on. This is for your own good because at 

the end of the day, if you don’t under-

stand the assignments, it’s your fault for 

not asking for help. Also, keep this in 

mind: ask specific questions to get spe-

cific answers. We say this because asking 

basic questions on something you are 

having trouble on will not help you un-

derstand it.   

 

 The main thing you shouldn’t be do-

ing is procrastinating. Procrastination is 

the act of delaying or postponing some-

thing.  It is very important to not do this 

because all your assignments will pile up. 

Since all your assignments will be piled 

up, this can cause stress. A consequence 

of doing this is it can either harm your 

grades or bring your GPA down. If this 

occurs, go to a study hall class or stay up-

stairs during lunch to get all your assign-

ments done. Since you are at VCECHS, 

you should take advantage of your oppor-

tunities here. Being at this school is a 

good opportunity for you to get ahead 

academically. 

 



 The next following tips are based on 

socializing. The first tip would be, to go to 

sports and games. This is a good way for 

you to clear your mind because you get to 

have fun and support your team. In being 

involved in school sports, you will meet 

new people. Therefore, it is good to be in-

volved in sports and go to games because 

you get to learn how to play a specific 

sport and to support your team. 

 

 Another way to socialize is to join 

school clubs and activities. We say this be-

cause it will be a good experience. So, in 

the future when you apply to college, you 

will have something to rely on. For exam-

ple, if you help the community or any-

where, it will look good for college appli-

cations. Plus, you will have something to 

do after school and during school. This 

will broaden your horizons in many ways 

and help you realize that there is much 

more out there in the world to do. 

 

 Like how there are many things in the 

world to do, you’ll also meet many new 

people. This tip is to make friends. In mak-

ing friends there comes a lot of benefits 

for one another. No matter what, making 

friends is good because you can encourage 

one another to do their work and help each 

other out. In having friends, you will be 

more active and be more socialized. We 

feel this will help you get out of your com-

fort zone and do more things. But this can 

go in two ways, and you have to choose 

what path to follow. If you meet people 

with negative energy, you’ll be and give 

out a negative vibe. But if you meet people 

with positive energy, you’ll have and give 

out a positive vibe. 

 

In conclusion, we hope that you take 

these tips into consideration and use them 

wisely. We say this because you will be 

able to do whatever your mind and heart 

wants to do. These tips have helped us 

come a long way to the tenth grade in a 

mature and civilized way. Overall, enjoy 

your years in high school and have a good 

experience. Reach for your dreams and 

goals. At first, it’ll be tough, but as the 

years pass, you're not going to regret all 

the hard work you have done.   



Fun Facts and Trivia 

September Edition  

by Ariana Jones  

and Eliver Lopez 

The famous movies Forest Gump and The Hunger Games where shot in 

North Carolina. 

 

North Carolina was the first state that declared independence. 

 

Wolf packs can have up to 30 members or more in them 

 

Famous cuisine n North Carolina is Pork Bacon 

 

Caleb Bradhem created Pepsi in New Bern, North Carolina 

 

Tallest brick lighthouse was built in North Carolina in the 1900’s 

 

First public university was University of North Carolina(UNC) 

 

The Wright Brothers First succesful flight happened in NC 



Trivia 

1. Was North Carolina the first state to declare independence? 

A. True               B. False 

2. Which is the North Carolina Flag? 

A. or    B.  

3. How many years did former president Barack Obama? 

A. 4 Years       or    B. 8 Years 

4. What is NC’s State Sport ? 

A. Football     or     B. NASCAR 

5. What is the State flower for NC ? 

A. Dogwood  or        B.Sunflower 

Poll 1  
Who should have a concert in NC? 

Cardi B 

42.1% 

DJ Kahled 

4.7% 

Drake 

37.6% 
K-Pop 

15.6% 

Poll 2 
Which is the best spot on VGCC campus? 

15.1% 33.7% 

11.6% 39.5% 

The Gazebo 

Student Lounge The Courtyard 

The Grill 


